Start the New Year at Cbic_agb s
most magnificent new hotel.

Bring in 1988 with impeccable style: an elegant
celebration at Hotel Nikko Chicago. It's everything you'd

expect..and more. An exquisite dinner.

Dancing to Michael Lerich and bis orches
champagne toast. A deluxe guest room with km {.bc ck-
out, Plus a grand entrance into 1988 with a lavish New

Year'’s Day Brunch featuring live entertainment.

Reservations are available for this extraordinary Neu'
Year’s celebration for $175 per person, based on double
occupancy. For reservations and more information,

phbone Hotel Nikko Chicago at 7+

hotel nikko chicago
320 North Dearborn S(reer, “hicago, fllinois 60610
(312) 74

"THE NERD IS HILARIOUSLY FUNNY!!

If you want one of those evenings where your cares and worries are
taken away and you just want to laugh, Go see the Nerd!”

“GO SEEIT!ENJOYIT!

CHARLES NELSON REILLY IS A MASTER!"”

‘ Roy Leonard. WGN
|
I
|

“ALL OUT INSANITY!!

A yuppie Animal House directed with great verve
by Charles Nelson Reilly!”

“] LAUGHED OUT LOUD!!

A great big wonderful night, Perfect for people in the mood for
silliness and energetic nonsense!!”

“EDWARD EDWARDS AS THE NERD IS
FUNNY, FUNNY!”

f RDDY OLIIIEIO

Hedy Weiss, Chicago Sun-Timas

Norman Mark, WMAG-TV

Sherman Kaplan, WBBM-AM
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Culture
111 the ~

corners

By Rick Kogan

Every Sunday
for the last
year, we have
explored in this
space the cul-
ture that
thrives in the
city’s corners.

ENTIITE- | Looking back
m over the less-
than-carefully
collected clips we have
amassed during the last 52
weeks, we are struck at once
by how quickly a newspaper
starts to yellow with age and
at the remarkable variety and
vitality of the people, places
and things that we have seen.

Just a few weeks ago, we
told you about a statue of Ab-
raham Lincoln, 100 years old
and standing firm as he is
once again dusted with snow,
part of the great outdoor mu-
seum that is the city’s public
sculpture.

In a way, this impressive fig-
ure is what this column is all
about. It is not about those
who are given to homn-tooting
and hyperbole. Its subjects ten-
ded to be quiet sorts, those de-
voted so strenuously to their
particular art, craft or passion
that they find little time for
self-congratulation.

That’s one of the things
we’ve tried to do: congratulate
and celebrate the people and
places that have neither the
time nor, in many_cases, the
resources to toot their own
horns; those who quietly con-
tribute, sometimes against
great odds, to the city’s richly
textured cultural tune.

More than once we have
written about the Hologram
Museum. It’s real name is the
Museum of Fine Arts Re-
search and Holographic Cen-
ter, at 1134 W. Washington
St., and it was there that its
executive director, Loren Bil-
lings told us, “Not one of the
organizations to which I’ve ap-
plied for a grant has ever sent
a represent: 1t1vc 10 visit the
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museum.”

We were stunned and sad-
dened by this, for the only way
to understand the power and
potential of holography—to
understand it at all—is 1o see
it. To do that is to experience
wonder, a feeling not unlike
that probably experienced by
one seeing an early photo-
graphic image: magic.

Still, we worried throughout
the year about the museum’s
struggle for funds and recogni-
ton. But then we recently vis-
ited its latest exhibit and were
amazed at the new eye-pop-
ping delights, so much bolder
and complex than what we'd
seen only seven months be-
fore. And when we heard Bil-
lings tell a visitor, “This is the
future, this is thc 21st Centu-

;> we knew that she had
faith in her being a big part of

that when it arrived.




