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From odd to off-the-wall
Specialty museums offer
side trips to the unusual

By Howard Reich

is i
There's also a holograph gift shop where
laser art and desk mounts

sold.
The museum is open from 12:30 to 5 p.m
Tuesdays through Sundays. Admission is $1

Cantigny Museums, 1 8. 151 Winfield Rd.,

showcase.

World War II, and the Viet Nam War.
McCormick fought in the 1st Division
Waorld War 1, and the Memorial Hall of the
museum houses an open-to-public library on
both the division and U.S. military history.
Cantigny’s Robert R. McCormick Museum
is the Georgian mansion that McCormick’s
grandfather Joseph Medill built in 1896
Tours of the home are conducted during
museum hours. The McCormick Museum
Library has a free chamber concert series
at 3 p.m. every Saturday; phone reserva-
tions are i 5
The 1st Division Museum is open from 10
am. to 4 p.m. Tuesdays through Sundays;
the Robert R. McCormick Museum is open
from noon to 4 p.m. Wi through

Sundays.
Most of these spots have a small-scale
. and could never compx
with the

it comes to glitzy exhibits or opulent sur-
roundings. What they do offer is a potpourri
of novelty displays, oftentimes exploring
strange and inviting disciplines.

HERE'S A GUIDE to some of
land's most intriguing unusual museums,
cause several spots also keep unusual
les, we've detailed the hours of opera-
tion for each location. Nevertheless, it's a
good idea to phone before leaving home.

Svoboda’s Nickelodeon Tavern, US. Hwy.
30 and Glenwood Dyer Road, Lynwood @hree
miles west of Chicago Heights), 758-0260. Back
in the days when the jukebox wasn't even on
the drawing board, the nickelodeon
supreme in the big-city saloons. Music-lovers
would drop their nickels into the slot, the
machine would slowly crank up, and the
music would joyously ring out like a swinging
Dixieland band at a lively town dance.

All the sonorities were there — the horns,

atr 1 set of 88 pr d to play
ragtime, fox trots, waltzes, tangos, and other share of
vintage dance . The mechanized orches-  famous faces, including Marilyn Monroe,
tra often towered more than 14 feet and it Barbra Streisagd, Hugh Hefner, Burt
became a vivid trademark of the Roaring , Mae West, and W.C. Fields.
'208. ‘or children who would prefer not to get
Eventually, more sophisticated brands of gscared out of their wits, the fantasy room
musical rep the out P ( Rip Van
of business, but the -hour moods they  Winkle, and Alice in Wonderland.
inspired live on in Svoboda’s Nickelodeon The museum is open from noon to 11 p.m.
Tavern. daily. Admission is $2.50 aduits; $1.25 children
Established as a museum in 1934, Svoboda’s  under 12. Tours at no extra charge are avail-

has built up an ear-catching collection of 40 able by phone reservation.
nickelodeons. Mlt:muhhndllphym
. t 9
v A o g e 8t 3376077 You don't believe that , ; ' s
tions for a price ranging from 5 to 50 cents. there ever was a two-headed calf? the ¥ 5 ¥
Rounding out the nickelodeon display is a o & . _ - B C <N R W TN DN 1Y

Exhibits at other Chicago area
“offbeat” museums inciude a
1909 Sears high-wheeler at the
Volo Antique Auto Museum

and Village, a Ifelike Emmet
Kelly at the Royal London Wax
Museum, and a polished saioon
nickelodeon at Svoboda's
Nickelodeon Tavern,
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